INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 
the identification of the burial location of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces, 
during the Great War 1914-1921. 


SUBMITTED TO: 

CWGC Commemorations Section 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

2 Marlow Road 

Maidenhead, Berkshire 

SL6 7DX United Kingdom 

Email: commemorations@cwqc.org 


Report Date: 19 May 2020 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 

Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 

X 

Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 


Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 

McLaughlin, Albert James 

i 

Marfaux British Cemetery 

link 

New Zealand Cyclist Bn. 

i 

Marne, France 

i 

Private #10047 

i 

Plot 9 Row A Grave 9 

i 

Death: 23 July 1918 

link 

Reburial: 24 May 1923 

i 

Graves Registration Report 

1 a,b 

Service Record Extracts 

7 

Concentration of Grave 

2 

Regimental History Extract 

8 

Exhumation Report 


Grave Stone Photograph 


Headstone Register 

3 

Grave Stone Inscription 


British Trench Map 

4 

Memorial Inscription/Photo 


French Trench Map 

5 

Reporting and Review 

9 

Possible Candidates List 

6 

Other 



Summary of Findings: 

The Concentration of Graves Burial Return for Plot 9 Row A Grave 9 lists an “Unknown 
British Soldier, New Zealand Cyclist Corps” who was distinguishable by his dental 
characteristics (false teeth) and his initials on his personal grooming kit (“A. M.”). His 
remains were found just south of Marfaux in the Marne Sector of France. 

A review of the historic records reveals that only one (1) candidate met the 
characteristics detailed for this unknown soldier, that being Private Albert James 
McLaughlin #10047 , killed in action on 23 July 1918 and buried at that precise location. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) lists only an “Unknown New 
Zealand Soldier” in Plot 9 Row A Grave 9 of the Marfaux British Cemetery 
(Attachment #1a). There is no additional information that would lead a researcher 
to believe that the identity of the soldier could be determined. 

A second Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) exists for men of the New 
Zealand Cyclist Battalion in the original Memorial Plot (Attachment #1 b). These 
are the same ten (10) names on the permanent Marfaux (New Zealand) 

Memorial . The CWGC reports: 

• Marfaux (New Zealand) Memorial takes the form of a panel stone erected 
in the shelter in Marfaux British Cemetery. It commemorates, by name, 10 
casualties of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion who fell in July 1918 and 
who have no known grave. 

At least five (5) of these men are known to be buried in the Marfaux British 
Cemetery, specifically in graves 3.B.4, 3.F.7, 8.J.4, 9.A.9 (this case) and 3.BB.8. 
All of these men fell on 23 July 1918. 

2. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG- 
BR) provides considerable additional information that enabled the identification of 
the “Unknown New Zealand Soldier” (Attachment #2). The additional details are 
as follows: 

• The remains were located at the specific location marked by trench map 
coordinates Soissons 1/100000 Sh. 22. 4 K. 80 x 04. This is an area 
located between the Aisne and Marne Rivers to the southwest of Reims. 
That location is very close to the Marfaux British Cemetery which is 
shown, on the same document, to be located at Sh. 22 5. K. 86 x 98. 

• There was no cross found on the grave, which tells us that all additional 
details were revealed from the examination of the remains at the time of 
the exhumation, on or about 24 May 1923. 

• The soldier’s remains were identified as those of an Unknown British 
Soldier, an often used generic term, who was known to be with the New 
Zealand Cyclist Corps. That would have been determined from the collar 
badges and numerals that were identified. 

• The soldier recovered from this location had both upper and lower sets of 
false teeth, thus a full dental plate. 

• Found with the remains was personal grooming gear, in this case a 
shaving brush marked with the initials “A M”. 
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With this information, we now know we are looking for a soldier of the New 
Zealand Cyclist Corps who had a dental plate and the initials A.M., who was lost 
in this area at some time during the Great War. 

For future reference, the COG-BR documents with trench map locations for all 
the unknown men of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion buried in this cemetery 
are: 

• Plot 3 Row B Grave 4: COG-BR 2329112 TMC: 220.725 x 270.450 

• Plot 3 Row B Grave 7 COG-BR 2329137 TMC: 220.450 x 269.975 

• Plot 8 Row J Grave 4 COG-BR 2302144 TMC: 217.8 x 268.4 

• Plot 9 Row A Grave 9 COG-BR 2303038 TMC: 22. 4. K. 80 x 04 

• Plot 3 Row BB Grave 8 COG-BR 2303058 - concentrated 

3. The Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions (HD-SCHD) reveals only 
that the headstone marks the burial location of a Soldier of “A New Zealand 
Regiment” (Attachment # 3). No additional information as to the specific unit, the 
New Zealand Cyclist Battalion, was carried forward. As there is no name on the 
headstone, we can infer that these remains have remained unknown since the 
time of their concentration in 1923. 

4. A British Trench Map provides us with the specifics as to the recovery and burial 
location (Attachment #4). The remains were found at SOISSONS 22 4 K. 80 x 
04, which is more or less at the Village of Marfaux. 

The remains were concentrated to the Marfaux British Cemetery, located at 
SOISSONS 22 22 5. K. 86 x 98. This location is approximately 9 miles southwest 
of central Reims and 25 miles southeast of Soissons. The remains were buried 
approximately 0.5 miles east-southeast of the village at GPS = 49°9'51.28"N 
3°54'13.40"E . 

5. The corresponding French Trench Map has been provided, which uses a 
different set of coordinates (Lambert) than the British Trench Map noted above 
(Attachment #5). This version of the map is required for this case as many of the 
other remains of soldiers of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion were marked with 
the French coordinates. For example, the remains of Lance Serjeant George 
Robert Foulds #10807 were recovered at Joncherry-sur-Vesle 1/20000 220.600 
x 271.400. The location of the remains of Unknown New Zealand Cyclist 
translates from the British Trench Map coordinates to Joncherry-sur-Vesle 
1/20000 220 x 270. For those not familiar with the use of the French Trench 
Maps, please see “ Using French Trench Maps in the Unknown Project ”. 

The only time during the Great War that the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion was in 
the area marked by the map coordinates was on July-August 1918. The CWGC 
refers to the action on 23 July 1918 in their history of the cemetery : “Marfaux was 
captured by the Germans in May 1918, and retaken, after severe fighting, on the 
23rd July, by the 51st (Highland) and 62nd (West Riding) Divisions and the New 
Zealand Cyclist Battalion." 
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6. A Possible Candidates List was prepared using the CWGC database for all the 
men of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion that were killed in the Reims Sector of 
France during the fifth and final action of the 1918 German Spring Offensive 
(Attachment #6). This was known as “Operation Marneschutz- 
Reims/Friedensturm, 15 July to 17 July 1918: The Champagne-Marne Offensive 
(Second Battle of the Marne) - followed by the counterattack “Battle of Soissons” 
18 July to 6 August 1918". The New Zealand Cyclist Battalion arrived in the 
sector on Friday 19 July 1918, only four (4) days prior to the death of all the men 
(16) on 23 July 1918. 

A review of the candidate list provides clear evidence that the remains are those 
of Private Albert James McLaughlin #10047 , who is currently named on the 
Marfaux (New Zealand) Memorial for the missing. The key identifiers are noted 
as: 

• identified as a New Zealand Cyclist 

• the location of the remains were the same as all the others with known 
burials in the cemetery at JSV 220 x 270 or SOISSONS 22 4.K. 80 x 04 

• the initials "A. M." on the personal grooming gear (shaving brush) 

• the presence of the double denture plate. 

You will also note that Private Flenry Mills #28511 was identified in Marfaux 
British Cemetery on the basis of his hair colour, dental records and his name on 
a piece of personal grooming kit (comb). In his case, his full surname was shown, 
not just initials. 

7. The Service Record Extracts provide all of the additional details to confirm that 
these are the remains of Private Albert James McLaughlin (Attachment #7). He is 
reported killed in action on July 23, 1918 and buried the following day. The 
coordinates for his burial are given as Joncherry-sur-Vesle 1/20000 220 221.2 
270 271.4.5. 

Twelve days prior to his death, while acting as a runner (delivering messages on 
his bicycle), he fell from his cycle and suffered a face abrasion and broken dental 
plate. 

8. An Extract of the Regimental History provides supporting details for the location 
of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion throughout the Great War and specifically 
for their location during the time of death of Private McLaughlin (Attachment #8). 
Chapters I through XVI tell of the creation and actions of the New Zealand Cyclist 
Battalion in March 1916 through to arrival at Oissy, France for training in open 
warfare tactics. During this period they saw action in Belgium and France, but 
never in the Soissons-Reims Sector. They first entered that sector on Saturday 
20 July 1918. Three (3) days later, during the main assault on the Village of 
Marfaux, Private McLaughlin was to pay the ultimate sacrifice. 
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Two men with the initials “A. M.” perished that day. Private A. R. McLeod #51865 
fell in the same area and is buried in Plot 3 Row F Grave 6 of the Marfaux British 
Cemetery. The grave site of Private A. J. McLaughlin #10047 remained 
“unknown” until this time. We now know he rests in Plot 9 Row A Grave 9, also in 
the Marfaux British Cemetery. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

The evidence is clear and conclusive that these are the remains of Private Albert James 
McLaughlin of the New Zealand Cyclist Battalion. He is the only candidate lost at that 
location at any time during the Great War that met all the criteria: 

• identified as a New Zealand Cyclist 

• the location of the remains were the same as all the others with known 
burials in the cemetery at JSV 220 x 270 or SOISSONS 22 4.K. 80 x 04 

• the initials "A. M." on the personal grooming gear (shaving brush) 

• the presence of the double denture plate. 
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ATTACHMENT #1a 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2328988.JPG 


30. COMPREHENSIVE REPORT. 

Dept. MARNE .GRAVES RLGIoTRaTION REPORT FGRA. 'V 
COMMUNE. MARPAUX. REPORT HO. 24. SCI-SrO^E NO: 55c 

PP-i.CE OP BURIAL, MAHFAUK BRITISH CEMETERY. 

Land belongs to Soissonsl/lOOOOO. S. ?•?.. 5. K. 86 x 98. 

9 # < # 

^he following ..are buried. 


Rev, 


Rag iment. 

— 

-- ■ 

No. 

Name. 

Rani: and 

Date of i 






Initials. 

Death, j 
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Cross 


7/ r ^ e ^ : | j PLOT 8. RQljt "J". 

Oth O ne oh ire :;r.t . d/Mrj GARRITT Ltitf. J.C. i f 0 /^ 0 ! 

A Ti T. T A r\'n n PA'Mn tt 1^, , __ _ 


1/6 D.L.I. 
D.L.I. 
il *Z»C*C# 


44068 ; SOA*HLL IPte. V/.N. i 27.6.18. 

I UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDJER 
! U NKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 


Plot 
Row ic 


6th Black Watchi.266218 McLEISH IPte. 

1/6 Black Watch:.attd j 

153 T.M.B. S/1263S ROBERTSON|Pte. A,F. 120.7.18. 

1/7 B.Watch.do. 1 202429 ; TODD Pte. T. 120.7.18. 

5/S.W.B. S/184221 LEWIS |Pte. E.T. |30.5.18. 

on, dvl^t^crv I m ; 

/• — -9 2 ;. 

I 41901 WILKINS I Pte. G. 


E, 
E, 


5/S.W.B. 
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2 . 

3. 

4. 


6 . 

7. 

8. 
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. j. ; UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER.Signr. ! 

62/M.G.C. 128402 [SOUTHALL J Pte. W. 20.7.18. 

2/4 Yorks & Lanps.20274^ GRAYSON j Pte. E. 1 20.7.18. j 

Gujfizo/ 1 307 -05 J UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER »» , f :W j 

1/5 D.L.I. p00120 | TURNBULL ! Pte. A.E. | 23.6.18. : 

4/ G1 o s t er s ( T) , j UNKN OWN BRljTI SH SOLD IEJR.Farrier J 
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Sfth Hdrs. 


UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLD III A. 
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8/West Yorks. 306486 BRIGGS |L/Cpl. C. 
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20.7.18 


9. 

10 . 
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2 . 

3. 

* 4. 

. 5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 


I 

■'LlFI CS*CL 
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ATTACHMENT #1b 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2328996.JPG 


30. COMPREHENSIVE REPORT. 

^ GivtiVEkj REG 1STRaT ION R-jPGa* PC j ^ 

COlffiiUNS. MAHFAUX. REPORT HO. 24. SCHED01E HO: 63c.Rev. 

PJiiiCE OF BURIAL.MARPAUX BRITISH CEMETERY. 

Land belongs to Soissone 1/100000. S. 22. 5. K. 86 x 98. 
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4/Gordon Hdrs 
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1 - 
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1203093 1 BRA#NEY j Pte. J. i 20.7.18. 

1 14643 : SUGDEN j Pte. M.W.j 28.6 .18. j 

1267177 : HEY I L/Cpl. A.j 28.6.18. ‘ 

|235399 
306302 


ROBERTSON 
i RUTTER 


Pte. J. ; 20.7.18. 
| Rfn. G.M.! 28.7.18. 




2/4 D. of Well. |266399 1 SPENCER j 
267194 ! HUTCHINSONI 


I COWLING 

n a ■ 


do. I* 

do. • ! 21037 

9 /Loya l Nth Lanes. 29473 j GmLE 

New Zealand Cyclist 

Bn. ! 45181 
i 10779 
| 10851 
13/3129 
j 10047 
i 10731 
I 18891 
25/456 
L>; 46397 


Spt. J.W. ; 20.7 .18. j 
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CHATWIN , Pte. A.R.! 
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SMITH I Pte. P.W.ff. 
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// » 
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f 




_ 


Pte. A. J. McLaughlin 


Page 7 


Marfaux British Cemetery 9.A.9 











































ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return. https://archive.cloud.cwqc.orq/archive/doc/doc2303038.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2695316. JPG 


No. of Contract- dated- 
Name and Addles* of Firm 


imperial graves (Commission. 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OK HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 

to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS 

(those headstones to be inscribed with texts are underlined) 
and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS the layout* to be used are quoted on the badge deei(n). 


Schedule “A” P***. ■ 1 ■ " ■■ 
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MARFAUX B.C. "B" 
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headstones below ground level 
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To bn atnnoillod on foot 
of Hnadetonra lielow 
ground level. 

Rmh. 

Plot P 
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Stone. 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Lloyd Reeds Map Collection of McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario Canada. Soissons 22 1/100,000 
Map. http://diqitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/obiect/macrepo%3A4323 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


Cartes militaires. Canevas de tir, guerre 1914-1918 (31 Fi). Dormans. Service geographique de I'Armee]. 
1918. The French National Archives Map Listings - 1/20000 Trench Map Listings - Jonchery-sur-Vesle 
1918 

For information on accessing the on-line map collection of the France Archives, please see: 

Using French Trench Maps in the Unknown Project 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Casualty Record: Commonwealth Forces. 
https ://www. cwgc. org/find/find- war-dead 
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ATTACHMENT #7 


Archives of New Zealand - Digitized Service Records. McLAUGHLIN, Albert James - WW1 10047 - Army 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


REGIMENTAL HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND CYCLIST CORPS IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918 

CHAPTER XVII. — ON THE MARNE—MARFAUX 


During the forenoon Major Evans and the Senior Officers went out with the G.O.C. of the 186th Brigade 
(Brig. Gen. Burnett) to look over some ground where the Battalion was to operate next day, and returned 
later with the news that the Battalion would move up to the assembly trenches that night and attack and 
capture the village of Marfaux at 6 a.m. next morning During the interval preparations were made. Cycles 
could not be used so were parked under cover from view, and at 11 p.m. that night the Battalion (less 
transport) moved off, arriving at and occupying the assembly trenches at 2 a.m. Battalion Headquarters 
were established at a village named Pourcy, some 600 yards in rear, where Major Evans directed 
operations. Marfaux, the Battalion's objective, is a small village on the right bank of the River ARDRE, 
and marks the limit of the enemy's advance on the 3rd of June, 1918. 

At 6 a.m. a creeping barrage was put down by the British, French and Italian Batteries, and the advance 
started in two waves. Our boys advanced under cover of the barrage and the first objective was reached 
on time but not before several casualties had occurred. The ground 300 yards in front of the objective 
sloped down from a crest which afforded no cover whatever. Enemy machine gunners took advantage of 
this and swept the ground with bullets until they were finally overtaken by the barrage and either 
dislodged or killed. 

The village was "mopped up" and a number of prisoners, including a German doctor and Captain, were 
found in dugouts, who surrendered freely. In the dressing station were found two wounded British, who 
had been there since Saturday, and several wounded Germans. 

In the meanwhile the second wave of the advance passed through the first and arrived at their objective 
line 300 yards in front of the village and consolidated in record time. A visual signal station was 
established at a point from which "all objectives taken" was sent back to Battalion Headquarters. The first 
wave, after mopping up the village, "dug in" 100 yards in rear of the first line in support. 

So ended the battle of Marfaux. Our boys had done their job well, showing that dash and determination 
so well known of Colonial troops. During the operation we captured 9 enemy Machine Guns and re¬ 
captured several French and our own Lewis Guns, a battery of 75's, and numerous souvenirs. 

Our casualties were high. Among the officers were: 

Killed: Wounded: 

• 2nd Lieut. Griffith, D.C. • Captain Richards, A.H. 

• 2nd Lieut. Rowland, A.E.M. • 2nd Lieut. Greville, R.H. 

• 2 nd Lieut. Wylie, L.T. 


Among the other ranks, the following were killed, or subsequently died of wounds received:— 

• Sergeant Matthews, F.C., M.M. 

• Lance Sergeant Foulds, C.R. 

• Lance Corporals Foote, P.A. and Grindrod, C.PAGE 73 

• Privates Baker, F. Chatwin, R. A. 

• Hannan, F. Johnson, H. J. 

• Kloth, A. R. Lindsay, H. J. 

• McLaughlin, A. J. McLeod, A. R. 

• Mills, H. Newman, L. A. 

• Perry, A. J. Sunmiss, F. A. H. 

• Smith, A. E. Smith, F. W. T. 

• Turner, R. H. 


Pte. A. J. McLaughlin 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


This “Reporting and Review attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces during the Great War 1914-1921 .The Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event they wish to make 
changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the CWGC has set out 
their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as detailed below. The 
CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 

We have modified the requirement information noted below to include CWGC criteria from their 
source material: 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 


Evidence and Source Material: 


Cases need to present clear and 
convincing evidence to prove the identity 
of a casualty and must not be based on 
assumption or speculation. The 
Commission's Commemoration Team will 
also consider whether the findings of a 
better informed contemporary 
investigation are being revisited and if 
there is any new evidence to consider. By 
way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of 
the arrangements for the commemoration 
where it is apparent that no new evidence 
is being presented and, a better informed 
previous decision is being revisited some 
100 years later. 


Un-cited resources cannot be accepted as official 
evidence. Research conducted on the internet will 
only be accepted if supplied by a recognised 
authority such as the CWGC, National Archives 
etc. Any primary (contemporary) sources e.g. the 
National Archives, CWGC, and Genealogical 
website original documentation etc. must be 
copied and submitted with the case. The relevant 
pages of any secondary material e.g. published 
reference books and articles; website material etc. 
should also be copied and submitted. All sources 
must be correctly referenced as footnotes 
throughout the submission as well as cited in a 
complete bibliography of consulted sources 
Referencing is essential to any historical research 
and should contain some uniform elements. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 
Canada 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator & 
Report Author 
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